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In reply refer to: 
2025-POR-67145 

January 6, 2026 
 
Justin McKissick, MA, RPA 
Project Archaeologist/Field Director 
TRC Environmental Corporation 
317 E Carson Street, Suite 113 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Email: JMcKissick@trccompanies.com 
 
RE: Section 106 Review: Brady-Darrow Structure 7832 Relocation Project, Franklin Township, 

Portage County, Ohio 
 
Dear Mr. McKissick: 
 
This letter is in response to the correspondence received on December 9, 2025, regarding the above-
referenced project in Portage County, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project. The 
comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to Section 149.53 of 
the Ohio Revised Code (O.R.C.) and the Ohio Power Siting Board rules for siting this project. The 
comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR 800]).  
 
The proposed project consists of replacing structure 7832 along the Brady-Darrow transmission line. This 
is located within an existing maintained utility easement that courses along the edge of a quarry area. This 
area, based on aerial photographs, is previously disturbed, which greatly reduces the potential for intact 
archaeological deposits. The new structure will be similar in height as the existing one and will therefore 
not introduce any new visual impacts. Based on the information submitted, which included a Project 
Summary Form, no historic properties, districts, or archaeological sites are located within the direct Area 
of Potential Effect (APE), as defined by you. Therefore, based on this, it is the SHPO’s opinion that no 
cultural resource studies are warranted for the project. Furthermore, as proposed, the project will have no 
effect on historic properties. No further coordination is required for this project unless the scope of work 
changes or archaeological remains are discovered during the course of the project. In such a situation, this 
office should be contacted as required by 36 CFR § 800.13. If you have any questions concerning this 
review, please contact me via email at sbiehl@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephen M. Biehl, Project Reviews Manager-Archaeology 
Resource Protection and Review 
State Historic Preservation Office         RPR Serial No. 1112046 
 

mailto:sbiehl@ohiohistory.org
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Mike DeWine, Governor 
Jim Tressel, Lt. Governor 

            Mary Mertz, Director 

 

 

 
Office of Real Estate & Land Management 

Tara Paciorek - Chief 
2045 Morse Road – E-2 

Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693 
 

 December 16, 2025 
 
Jenna Slabe  
TRC Companies, Inc. 
1382 West 9th Street, Suite 400 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 
Re: 25-1847_Brady-Darrow Structure 7832 Relocation 
 
Project: The proposed project involves the replacement of structure 7832 on the existing Brady-Darrow 
transmission line. 
 
Location: The proposed project is located in Franklin Township, Portage County, Ohio. 
 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above referenced 
project. These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the Department. These 
comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 
401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental Policy Act, the Coastal Zone 
Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and regulations. These comments are 
also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource management agency and do not 
supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state, or federal agency nor relieve the 
applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state, or federal laws or regulations.  
 
Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has the following data at or within one mile 
of the project area: 
                
Crinkled Hair Grass (Avenella flexuosa), P 
Broad-winged Sedge (Carex alata), P 
Howe's Sedge (Carex atlantica ssp. capillacea), P 
Few-seeded Sedge (Carex oligosperma), T 
Leather-leaf (Chamaedaphne calyculata), T 
Marsh Five-finger (Comarum palustre), T 
Low Umbrella-sedge (Cyperus diandrus), T 
Sharp-glumed Manna Grass (Glyceria acutiflora), T 
Navelwort (Hydrocotyle umbellata), E 
Southern Woodrush (Luzula bulbosa), P 
Fries' Pondweed (Potamogeton friesii), X 
Robbins' Pondweed (Potamogeton robbinsii), E 
Flat-stemmed Pondweed (Potamogeton zosteriformis), T 
White Beak-rush (Rhynchospora alba), P 
Two-scaped Bladderwort (Utricularia geminiscapa), E 
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Flat-leaved Bladderwort (Utricularia intermedia), T 
Wolffiella (Wolffiella gladiata), P 
Variable Yellow-eyed-grass (Xyris difformis), E 
American Eel (Anguilla rostrata), T 
American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus), E 
Iowa Darter (Etheostoma exile), E 
Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata), SI 
Sora Rail (Porzana carolina), SC 
Virginia Rail (Rallus limicola), SC 
Racket-tailed Emerald (Dorocordulia libera), E 
Hagen's Bluet (Enallagma hageni), E 
Lilypad Forktail (Ischnura kellicotti), SC 
Sphagnum Sprite (Nehalennia gracilis), SC 
Mixed shrub swamp plant community 
Sphagnum peat bog plant community 
 
Conservation status abbreviations are as follows: E = state endangered; T = state threatened; P = state 
potentially threatened; SC = state species of concern; SI = state special interest; U = state status under 
review; X = presumed extirpated in Ohio; FE = federally endangered, and FT = federally threatened. 
Records for high quality plant communities indicate the presence of sites that are in our inventory of the 
best remaining examples of Ohio's pre-settlement ecosystems.  
 
The review was performed on the specified project area as well as an additional one-mile radius. 
Records searched date from 1980. Features searched include locations of rare and endangered plants 
and animals determined to be of value to the conservation of their species, high quality plant 
communities, animal breeding assemblages, and outstanding geological features.  
 
Of the species and features listed above, Wilson’s Snipe is recorded within the boundaries of the 
specified project area. Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving 
information from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for an area is not a statement that rare 
species or unique features are absent from that area.  
   
Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.  
 
The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided and 
minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that Best Management Practices be utilized to minimize 
erosion and sedimentation. 
 
The project is within the vicinity of records for the little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), a state 
endangered species. Because presence of state endangered bat species has been established in the 
area, summer tree clearing is not recommended, and additional summer surveys would not constitute 
presence/absence in the area. However, limited summer tree clearing inside this buffer may be 
acceptable after further consultation with DOW (contact Eileen Wyza at Eileen.Wyza@dnr.ohio.gov). 
 
In addition, the entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state 
endangered and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a 
state endangered and federally endangered species, the little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), a state 
endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered species. During 

mailto:Eileen.Wyza@dnr.ohio.gov
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the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these bat species predominately roost in trees 
behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in clusters of dead leaves on tree limbs. 
However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost trees. The DOW 
recommends tree and/or tree limb clearing only occur from October 1 through March 31, conserving 
trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with a Diameter Breast 
Height (DBH) ≥ 20” if possible. 
 
For every project, the DOW also recommends that a winter bat habitat assessment is conducted to 
determine if potential hibernacula are present within the project area. This is to limit possible 
disturbances that seasonal tree clearing and/or subsurface work (e.g., trenching, blasting, etc.) may 
cause to hibernating bats. Potential hibernacula include rocky outcroppings, caves, and underground 
mines. Direction on how to conduct winter habitat assessments can be found in the joint guidance OHIO 
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE AND U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE (OH-FIELD OFFICE) JOINT GUIDANCE FOR 
BAT SURVEYS. If a potential or known hibernaculum is found, the DOW recommends a 0.25-mile 
permanent tree clearing buffer around the hibernaculum entrance. Limited summer or winter tree 
clearing may be acceptable after consultation with the DOW. If a habitat assessment for projects 
involving subsurface disturbance finds that a potential hibernaculum is present within 5 miles of the 
project area, please consult with Eileen Wyza for project recommendations. If no tree clearing or 
subsurface impacts to a hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not likely to impact these species. 
 
The project is within the range of the clubshell (Pleurobema clava), a state endangered and federally 
endangered mussel, the sharp-ridged pocketbook (Lampsilis ovata), a state endangered mussel, and the 
eastern pondmussel (Ligumia nasuta), a state threatened mussel. Due to the location, and that there is 
no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact these species. 
 
The project is within the range of the Iowa darter (Etheostoma exile), a state endangered fish, the 
mountain brook lamprey (Ichthyomyzon greeleyi), a state endangered fish, the northern brook lamprey 
(Ichthyomyzon fossor), a state endangered fish, the American eel (Anguilla rostrata), a state threatened 
fish, and the lake chubsucker (Erimyzon sucetta), a state threatened fish. Due to the location, and that 
there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact these 
species. 
 
The project is within the range of the eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus), a state endangered and 
a federally threatened snake species. The eastern massasauga uses a range of habitats including wet 
prairies, fens, and other wetlands, as well as drier upland habitat. Due to the location, the type of 
habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to impact this 
species.  
 
The project is within the range of the smooth greensnake (Opheodrys vernalis), a state endangered 
species. This species is primarily a prairie inhabitant but can also be found in marshy meadows and 
roadside ditches. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work 
proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species. 
 
The project is within the range of the spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata), a state threatened species. This 
species prefers fens, bogs and marshes, but also is known to inhabit wet prairies, meadows, pond edges, 
wet woods, and the shallow sluggish waters of small streams and ditches. Due to the location, the type 
of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to impact this 
species. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdam.assets.ohio.gov%2Fimage%2Fupload%2Fohiodnr.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fwildlife%2Fpermits%2FState_Bat_Survey_Guidance.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Crealm.environmental%40dnr.ohio.gov%7C665a01dda592404bbaef08de382b5e3e%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C639009956094199891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f5gax%2FQMQN6k6GaNL4VG6w3HRXaDjrShgX%2BT3q%2B7TrU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdam.assets.ohio.gov%2Fimage%2Fupload%2Fohiodnr.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fwildlife%2Fpermits%2FState_Bat_Survey_Guidance.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Crealm.environmental%40dnr.ohio.gov%7C665a01dda592404bbaef08de382b5e3e%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C639009956094199891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f5gax%2FQMQN6k6GaNL4VG6w3HRXaDjrShgX%2BT3q%2B7TrU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdam.assets.ohio.gov%2Fimage%2Fupload%2Fohiodnr.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fwildlife%2Fpermits%2FState_Bat_Survey_Guidance.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Crealm.environmental%40dnr.ohio.gov%7C665a01dda592404bbaef08de382b5e3e%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C639009956094199891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f5gax%2FQMQN6k6GaNL4VG6w3HRXaDjrShgX%2BT3q%2B7TrU%3D&reserved=0
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The project is within the range of the northern harrier (Circus hudsonius), a state endangered bird. This 
is a common migrant and winter species. Nesters are much rarer, although they occasionally breed in 
large marshes and grasslands. Harriers often nest in loose colonies. The female builds a nest out of sticks 
on the ground, often on top of a mound. Harriers hunt over grasslands. If this type of habitat will be 
impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 15 
through July 31. If this habitat will not be impacted, this project is not likely to impact this species.  
 
The project is within the range of the sandhill crane (Antigone canadensis), a state threatened species. 
Sandhill cranes are primarily a wetland-dependent species. On their wintering grounds, they will utilize 
agricultural fields; however, they roost in shallow, standing water or moist bottomlands. On breeding 
grounds, they require a rather large tract of wet meadow, shallow marsh, or bog for nesting. If 
grassland, prairie, or wetland habitat will be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat 
during the species’ nesting period of April 1 through August 31. If this habitat will not be impacted, this 
project is not likely to have an impact on this species. 
 
Due to the potential for impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state-listed species, we 
recommend that this project be coordinated with the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 
 
Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has not conducted a project specific review and/or 
comments, however, the guidance provided below should be reviewed by the Environmental Review 
applicant for applicability on this project and subsequent compliance. 
 
If the subject project is in a floodplain regulated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
the local floodplain administrator  should be contacted concerning the possible need for any floodplain 
permits or approvals. The FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer (NHFL) Viewer website can be utilized to 
see if the project is in a FEMA regulated floodplain. If the project is not in a FEMA regulated floodplain, 
then no further action is required. 
 
Ohio Revised Code (ORC) Section 1521.16 mandates that any owner of a property or a facility that has 
the capacity of withdrawing 100,000 gallons per day (gpd) of water from groundwater, surface water, or 
both must register with the Division of Water Resources’ Water Withdrawal Facilities Registration 
(WWFR) Program and report their withdrawals annually. 
 
Additional coordination may be required depending on the location of the withdrawal and consumptive 
use. Restrictions or permitting may be required for: 

• New or increased consumptive use of water averaging 2 million gallons per day (mgd) within 30 
days within the Ohio River basin. 

• New or increased withdrawal and consumptive water use in the Lake Erie watershed averaging 1 
million gallons per day (mgd) or more in 90 days. 

• New or increased water withdrawal directly from Lake Erie averaging 2.5 million gallons per day 
(mgd) or more in 90 days. 

• Diversion or movement of water across the Ohio River and Lake Erie basin divide. 
 
If the project does not involve activities that are subject to water withdrawal regulatory requirements as 
described above, then no further action is required. For more information, visit the Water Inventory & 
Planning website. 
 

https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/water/floodplains/Floodplain%20Administrator%20List.pdf
https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/water/floodplains/Floodplain%20Administrator%20List.pdf
https://hazards-fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8b0adb51996444d4879338b5529aa9cd
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fohiodnr.gov%2Fdiscover-and-learn%2Fsafety-conservation%2Fabout-ODNR%2Fwater-resources%2Fwater-inventory-planning%2Fwater-withdrawal-information&data=05%7C02%7CMike.Pettegrew%40dnr.ohio.gov%7C63d686551a89400f571508ddc499b9fa%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638882886702624596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vwHUG4U60stCk1XPMe%2FbNublX6%2FmxZFzBVC0T3I99PQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fohiodnr.gov%2Fdiscover-and-learn%2Fsafety-conservation%2Fabout-ODNR%2Fwater-resources%2Fwater-inventory-planning%2Fwater-withdrawal-information&data=05%7C02%7CMike.Pettegrew%40dnr.ohio.gov%7C63d686551a89400f571508ddc499b9fa%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638882886702624596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vwHUG4U60stCk1XPMe%2FbNublX6%2FmxZFzBVC0T3I99PQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fohiodnr.gov%2Fdiscover-and-learn%2Fsafety-conservation%2Fabout-ODNR%2Fwater-resources%2Fwater-inventory-planning%2Fwater-withdrawal-information&data=05%7C02%7CMike.Pettegrew%40dnr.ohio.gov%7C63d686551a89400f571508ddc499b9fa%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638882886702638435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wuRtySKz%2BP%2F87lWCBZlnCE88Xu%2B%2BhYmrbzpwMzC8Ep4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fohiodnr.gov%2Fdiscover-and-learn%2Fsafety-conservation%2Fabout-ODNR%2Fwater-resources%2Fwater-inventory-planning%2Fwater-withdrawal-information&data=05%7C02%7CMike.Pettegrew%40dnr.ohio.gov%7C63d686551a89400f571508ddc499b9fa%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638882886702638435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wuRtySKz%2BP%2F87lWCBZlnCE88Xu%2B%2BhYmrbzpwMzC8Ep4%3D&reserved=0
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ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Mike Pettegrew 
(Environmental Services Administrator) at mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov if you have questions about 
these comments or need additional information. 
 
Expiration: ODNR Environmental Reviews are typically valid for 2 years from the issuance date. If the scope of 
work, project area, construction limits, and/or anticipated impacts to natural resources have changed significantly 
from the original project submittal, then a new Environmental Review request should be submitted. 

mailto:mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov


Eileen Wyza, Ph.D.
(she/her/hers)
Wildlife Biologist
Ohio Division of Wildlife
Phone: 614-265-6764
Email: Eileen.Wyza@dnr.ohio.gov

Support Ohio’s wildlife. Buy a license at wildohio.gov.

This message is intended solely for the addressee(s). Should you receive this message by mistake, we would be
grateful if you informed us that the message has been sent to you in error. In this case, we also ask that you delete
this message and any attachments from your mailbox, and do not forward it or any part of it to anyone else. Thank
you for your cooperation and understanding.
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This is an External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is
safe. 

ALWAYS hover over the link to preview the actual URL/site and confirm its legitimacy.

From: Eileen.Wyza@dnr.ohio.gov
To: Slabe, Jenna
Cc: Falkinburg, Brad; Molnar, Maggie
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Desktop Hibernacula Assessment: FirstEnergy"s Brady-Darrow Structure 7832 Relocation Project
Date: Tuesday, January 6, 2026 8:35:51 AM
Attachments: image002.png
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image005.png
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image007.png
image008.png
image001.png

Hello Jenna,

Per review of the desktop survey provided for FirstEnergy's Brady-Darrow Structure 7832 Relocation Project, the Ohio Division
of Wildlife concurs with your assessment that no caves, cliffs, or mine openings occur in the project area. Therefore, the
project is not likely to impact hibernating bats.

Should any reported conditions change before or during construction, please contact me for additional guidance.

Thank you,

From: Slabe, Jenna <JSlabe@trccompanies.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 5, 2026 11:41 AM
To: Wyza, Eileen <Eileen.Wyza@dnr.ohio.gov>
Cc: Falkinburg, Brad <BFalkinburg@trccompanies.com>; Molnar, Maggie <MMolnar@trccompanies.com>
Subject: Desktop Hibernacula Assessment: FirstEnergy's Brady-Darrow Structure 7832 Relocation Project

Eileen,

In response to ODNR’s DOW recommendations (25-1847; Attached), TRC completed a desktop hibernacula
assessment to determine if potential hibernaculum is present within FirstEnergy’s proposed Brady-Darrow Structure
7832 Relocation Project located in Franklin Township, Portage County, Ohio.

Please let us know if you have any questions on the provided desktop assessment or require any additional
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information, thank you!

Jenna Slabe, PWS
Ecologist

1382 W 9th St, Suite 400, Cleveland, OH 44113

C 330.998.0481 | JSlabe@trccompanies.com
TRCcompanies.com

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not click links or open
attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click the Phish Alert Button if available. 



     

                 December 2, 2025 
 
 

                           Project Code: 2026-0018677 
                                           
Dear Ms. Slabe:                                                   
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your recent correspondence requesting 
information about the subject proposal. We offer the following comments and recommendations 
to assist you in minimizing and avoiding adverse impacts to threatened and endangered species 
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq), as amended (ESA).  
 
Federally Threatened and Endangered Species: Due to the project type, size, location, and the 
proposed implementation of seasonal tree cutting (clearing of trees ≥3 inches diameter at breast 
height between October 1 and March 31) to avoid impacts to the endangered Indiana bat (Myotis 
sodalis) and northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), and the proposed endangered 
tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus) we do not anticipate adverse effects to any other federally 
endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or proposed or designated critical habitat. Should 
the project design change, or additional information on listed or proposed species or their critical 
habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the action that were not 
previously considered, coordination with the Service should be initiated to assess any potential 
impacts. 
 
Section 7 Coordination: If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding provided, 
federal permits required to construct), then no tree clearing should occur on any portion of the 
project area until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, between the Service and the federal 
action agency, is completed. We recommend the federal action agency submit a determination of 
effects to this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, for our review and 
concurrence. This letter provides technical assistance only and does not serve as a completed 
section 7 consultation document. 
  
Stream and Wetland Avoidance: Over 90% of the wetlands in Ohio have been drained, filled, or 
modified by human activities, thus is it important to conserve the functions and values of the 
remaining wetlands in Ohio (https://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/ohio_wetlands.pdf). We 
recommend avoiding and minimizing project impacts to all wetland habitats (e.g., forests, 
streams, vernal pools) to the maximum extent possible in order to benefit water quality and fish 
and wildlife habitat. Additionally, natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be 
preserved to enhance beneficial functions. If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted to determine whether a Clean Water Act section 
404 permit is required. Best management practices should be used to minimize erosion, 
especially on slopes. Disturbed areas should be mulched and revegetated with native plant 

  United States Department of the Interior 
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species. In addition, prevention of non-native, invasive plant establishment is critical in 
maintaining high quality habitats.  
 
Thank you for your efforts to conserve listed species and sensitive habitats in Ohio. We 
recommend coordinating with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources due to the potential for 
the proposed project to affect state listed species and/or state lands. Contact Mike Pettegrew, 
Environmental Services Administrator, at (614) 265-6387 or at mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov. 
  
If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our 
office at (614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.      
 

Sincerely, 

        
       Erin Knoll 

Field Office Supervisor 
 

 
 
 


